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Abstract: In order to develop a new generation of high strength weathering steel for railway vehicle, V-
N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel was produced by two-stage rolling, and the microstructures
and mechanical properties were studied. The corrosion behavior of V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690
weathering steel and Q345 steel was studied by cyclic wet/dry corrosion tests. The results show that
the microstructure of V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel is polygonal ferrite, acicular ferrite,
lath bainite and a few M/A phase. The yield strength and tensile strength are 695 MPa and 815 MPa,
respectively, with excellent impact performance. The crack propagation is effectively hindered by the
interaction of grain boundaries with large and small angles. The surfaces of both kinds of steels have
formed rust layer, and corrosion products mainly include a-FeOOH,-FeOOH,v-FeOOH and Fe;0O,.
After 360 h corrosion, the average corrosion rate of Q345 steel is 1. 83 g/(h * cm?), and that of V-N-
Cr weathering steel is 0. 96 g/(h « cm?).
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(16Mnq) & 16 MnR #9455, 7E 7 B2 R 224 1 2 & ff
THIUE FEEHMAT AR T Z N . HE
& 55 0 5% 1) B2 A ol o B0k LR L Y R Y R
2, B RAEmge g . WL, ENTT %
SRAR A FF & v o R e L R % 1 ) S AR AR
A0 o R JRE AN AN R R 3 B BIF 5T R R I, O 4R
T e R T A R AR

AT [P A s a8 Al A 32 R IR Nb-
Ti & &b ah &8 A BT 2 kK8 R & ™
de e EJE Nb-Ti R 4 i A 1 R AR I e iR
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P A 7 AR

ZEH) LR R  TERE R A 7 AR I R IE N AR 2
5 TV RE AT ER T R 3R R A AR R A X A i
B L B IR AL BB I R — o A e R R 1k #)
690 MPa -3 H & 5 & | & i 4 19 V-N-Cr & &
Pl A3 R 2 B A, O A 98 L AT R . AR TER
FH“Z2 0/ 07 (0 18 4318 1485 B 4 ol 2L o) R s 1 4 0 4
[l k T 24 T V-N-Cr A 41k Q690 it i 84 . 4
T LH 2115 T 2 PR RE L I HUWF 9T T IX SR A9 55 Q345
it A 7 S BT 3 ol S v B I AT SR L S O R R
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1.1 SRIe#

V-N-Cr i 468 5 1) £ 2% 1 43152 1 8 I 2 76 AR e L IS
B AR AR 09 Bl b R A B Cu, Cr Ni Al Mo 45
Tibf JE o TG 2 sl G R R 1 98 ik AR B, U A% 3 5 B 1Y
FEECURE . Cu 2 2 w8 0 1Y I R A ok M e ) O
JLE L5 PECA A S T, R R B P R B T
BN o B R AR PR B R BE . I ACTET O ST S5
1Y Cu BE W85 14 v I % 722 I B 42 v 3 m &% Cu £,
TS A6 40 1) JeE I e B b R A5 B3, Cr X6 20 36 40 1Y
BEALRE Ty B S 0 AR L R 2 4K R T R 0% 1Y
BEAL R ORI M 2 SLAE 5 )2 N 1 B AR R A AU
P2 2 X B o M A R S R B M, 5 Cu [W R N
A ORI B B, WS R Cr R — Mk
0.4%~1. 0% (BTt /40, FRD .\ &~ 1.3% . NiJ&
—Fh B R T R A Ni RESS 4K 1Y B 8 ke 37
[ 1F 5 1] A5 Ak, 38008 10 A% L B e R A ke B Ak B 1Y
1652 A8 7 . BRAR A Pl 75 % SR PE 5 Ni IR BB 7E 42 ) i
1) T B o0 3 ) 1 i v YA 1 L BT LA S B 1k Cu 1
PSR M 2B 4L . Mo JT 78 38 Jinsie B 1) 8] i 25
P e B %) G A AV R B P L SIS B R X L AN Y Ak
SNy AN 1R,

R 1 KIEWA Q345 WHILZEM A (RESH/%)
Table 1 Chemical composition of experimental steel and Q345 steel (mass fraction/ %)

C Si Mn S P \% N Cr Ni Cu Mo Fe

0. 045~ 0.15- 1. 50- 0.010- 0.09- 0.010- 0. 45- 0. 20~ 0. 20- 0. 15-
Scope _ _ <0. 005 Bal

0.055 0. 30 1. 85 0.020 0.11 0.013 0. 65 0.35 0. 30 0. 30
Actual 0.05 0.25 1.75 0.003 0.015 0.10 0.012 0. 50 0. 30 0.25 0. 20 Bal
Q345 0.15 0. 30 1. 40 0.008 0.015 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.08 Bal

L2 MEERTE % 2.0 TR ALILIO S TR F RS RIZE 352U,

PN ERBE B I ZE 1100 ~ 1200 °C L I AR IR 2~
4 ho ¥ 100 mm JE B F9 B0 28 9 By BE AL L 14 mm B
() AR AR o HELZEL o B 0 L IR B2 RN 28 B IR B 3 BB 43 il oy
1050~1180 ‘CHI 970~1100 °C , K5 &L b B B9 FF 4L IR
FNLELIR 5 B 23 91l 870~960 °C Hl 810~850 C 5 #4
FLESACB B K ¥ 2 420~550 °C 78 Y , Bl I A 481
FLAT 9 Tl A Az 7 b 46 BRGE F  2 S0 A B 4 22 18 v )
2 F A B i SR AR IR B i 5 B2 S 690~ 800
MPa, it £ 58 £y 790 ~ 950 MPa, i K F Ky 1500 ~
20%,—40 CrpdTh=100 J, 5Ll T4l 9 &
WL H AP HLAL 3 TR AEAL 6 TR B R E T & W

XTI AR AT 1 40 g M e RN S PR B A . K
HEHCHEL W AR A B 1/4 58 BE AL A RSP 12 mm
(K X5 mm(F8) X 14 mm &) WE i A 717 F 4L
J7 1) B R 28 4T B 4% L 4 00 il TR TP RS I8 ik J= L SR
OLYMPUS GX71 Yt 2% & f# % (optical microscope,
OM)., QUANT 600 % ¥ 4 it 7 ' L 5% (scanning
electron microscope, SEM) #1724 21 W 5%, 7 M 256
A GB/T 228—2010 brifEFE T figil B AL L i#47. o
TSR H IR GB/T 2650— 2008 FrifE#EAT , vp i i RE
55 mmX 10 mm X 10 mm H V A 0 b5 AL, G
MR 0, —20 CHI—40 °C, whi DIBCE31E.
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F2 V-N-CrifA &K Q690 MHZMAIE T iZ
Table 2 Specification of V-N-Cr microalloyed
Q690 weathering steel

Rolling pass Billet thickness/mm  Pass reduction/ %
1 85 15

2 72 15.29

3 60 16.67

4 50 16.67

5 40 20

6 32 20

7 26 18. 75

8 20 23.07

9 14 30

1.3 TEMmELRAE

ARG R FL-65 76 J&] 092 Vi J65 ok 52 56 ML L A
HAT I B 50 BUE M SOG AR R G0 . RN T 4
TE(4542) CL BB R (7T0£5)% RH, B2 5689 3k
IS B A, R SF R 60 mm X 40 mm X 3 mm,
] —J& ol 5 R B PATIRE S 3 A SEIRATRR LB
ol Ko FL N 24 HEAT G Uk T DR IS VO, TR G
KB e Ja FAPIE . 5 Uk Ja A XU T, 4 030 5
RRE A 4R B O 5 8 1 mg) , 4P 38 R ~F Ok i 2
0.1 mm) A 5 50 19 3 W b NaHSO, % . #1 4f ik E
(1.040.05) X 10 *mol/L,pH {E#HI7E 4. 4~4. 8 JuH
LKA 2,010 % mol/ L 1Y) NaHSO, % W1 M
S R TS Bl R A 0 24.,72,168,264 h H 360 h, 4
—JEER JE B R (60 £ 3) min, i A ] Ry (12 £+
1.5) min, J& S AR H 500 mL £R 2 +500 mL 2%
BIF/K 43,5 g 75Uk FBE DU i ok i 1ok 2% T ik e L A
F NBRGE B Ve S T K bk, BB 58 & B R R
JE I 2, Bl R G K 2 BEIR I, R N R R
T IS JE S BDER RUIR T A TR AR AR A . XTI
AT HEES 24 h 5 W lRE AT AR & CRE 5 21 1 mg) , DU
S T o e T AR Ry T A b T 5 S 0 AN
AT Ry o R 22 Bl 2 56 T BE S AS [6) 68 b &) 300 R ok
PR AT R AE . FH OM, SEM 3k WL %< 43 BT 85 il 7=
Wi 2R A, X8R )2 Y B R E R B B T A A N
BLHEAT A3 BT o B k7 0 1 0 R 2 R T X S AT S
X (X-Ray diffractometer, XRD) # 47 ] ix 3 /i MDI
Jade ¥4 PDF-2 $H a7 A .

2 RS54
2.1 V-N-Cr & &4 Q690 it & &K Y 25 28 Fn 14 g

V-N-Cr & 44k Q690 Mt aY SEM JE 54 40 &
1R, LR ELIRE 830 °C M % i E

500 °C &M R4S 1Y 20 20 2 2202 i BT AR B R R B 5%
T RAK L)L B /b 8 /Y Martenite/ Austenite (M/A %) 20
M. BB L AL E E] M/A By, 2% A 1E AR ik SN R
UL TE SR TR AAR ] Bk R A A e B Bl DT 2 T A
R AR WK Ty m B ol IR AE R R IR / B G AR B im |k
B — A, M/A B BN 2 Bk 3R A ik vk Ak i 7
Py, S TR RNV H X M/ A B IR SRR 4y A

S M/ A 38 2 TE AR Ve RN U R OB L, R
PR B /N SIS S X DL A

1 V-N-Cr & 4k Q690 i 4 1 W 2 21
Fig.1 Microstructure of V-N-Cr microalloyed

Q690 weathering steel

BT B T AT 9 B R Celectron backscattered
Diffraction, EBSD) #£f§ V-N-Cr & 41k Q690 i
A ) O A A R G R L o R 1k 25 I R D R
A B 2RI R 2 TR . A SR 25 T R
R € AR 3R 3 O T il AU IR, iR R R =
I5°M) K ff BE Bt 0 4R 3Rm 2° ~ 15 WY /N F BB b
3 3057 A O ZR T R I 2 5k TR AT DA R B A
JE A R A A O L A B A A A R
DI . e B T B/ A% R B T B A 8 i B BEL R
fitt B R L T T RS R AR E 2 A R T I
B B0 P T A T R A U0 AR el 2 Bk A
LA o B SN S SN R N TS R
U, BB 0 ah BRI 25 A R A A B R R
R Af1 B S A 2 AT HE 0 BRI B S B, M/ A
5 585 ZRR O A ST R UK 280 e B AR AT R R
RS P L % 4w V-N-Cr T 455 4K 09 3 ) P i %6 &
TAEH

F 38 V-N-Cr & 41k Q690 i i 4K i) 7 24
AES B0, HE IR IE B 695 MPa., B fii 38 B 815 MPa.
JRSR LK 0. 85 KRN 18% . 7E—40 C F whili ¥
Mt T 200 T, ¥ R Q690 =R A A AR BOR . X 2
A1 T V-N-Cr i f #4 76 26 ¥ W B2 500 °C B e AR iff IR 1
P NEBE R L VC,N)EL VN B A2 5 511k 8
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Fig. 2 EBSD analysis of V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel

(a) phase diagram; (b) quality map of the difference in grain boundary angle; (c) histogram of grain boundary angle difference

BT, % T LMWt fE. | 3 8 V-N-Cr
WA 4 Ak Q690 Tt i 499 114 1 BT 11 TR 557, B 10 9 35 i

RSFHR 5~10 pm RITRYEE FRS K 1~3 pm /2
A /NI 2 1490 % e () 2 1 2 =X AR M R 248

F 3 V-N-Cr &£ K Q690 it 15 $M &Y hr {14 BE FA K iR b H

Table 3 Tensile properties and low temperature impact toughness of V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel

0°C —20 C
Yield Tensile . . . . . —40 C
Elongation/%  Yield ratio impact impact .
strength/MPa  strength/MPa impact energy/J
energy/J energy/]
Required 690-800 790-950 15-20 0. 84-0. 88 >55 =47 =31
Actually measured 695 815 18 0. 85 286 267 236

Kl 3 V-N-Cr fll & 4k Q690 fif i 9 2 i T Y Sz A 1y H1 B 4
Fig. 3 Morphology of tensile fractures of V-N-Cr microalloyed

Q690 weathering steel at room temperature

2.2 BHRKRENH

WHE bR ME TB/T 2375-1993 X} V-N-Cr Tif 8 4K 1
AT T Dbk RE VA, AS T Pl B B R V-N-Cr A 4 1k
Q690 T 40 A1 Q345 A Y Jf ok % H 5 R, 45 Ak 4
B . YA g 72 ho i, V-N-Cr 525 4K 14 A X
RN 53, 2% i BRIE AT Ml A o FE vk G R AR
F 55 Y M EK

4 2k V-N-Cr it 5 40 il Q345 5K Y 5 et % 5 3k
R ] AR fL i 2k, EE 0 N = A B — B
T S o B B (0~ 168 h) o 7 85 ok 00 301 B BB L i 1 5 1

£4 V-N-Cr &€ Q690 MZME Q345 M
AEBABATHEMAEER
Table 4 Corrosionloss rates of V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690

weathering steel and Q345 steel under different periods

Q345 average V-N-Cr average V-N-Cr
Corrosion corrosion mass corrosion mass relative
time/h loss rate/ loss rate/ mass loss
(geh tecem ?) (geh leem 2) rate/ %
24 6.28 4.19 66. 6
72 5.91 3.15 53.2
168 3.08 1.62 52.4
264 2.06 1. 09 53.2
360 1. 83 0.96 52.7

TR 38 A B b 25 B i RODR R S ok B S 0 R AL
Tl i R A T — A e L (H 7E B R 3R T AR AR TUE
BCEAE PR VR B 8 Dl S 2 PRSI Dl i ik — 2 B
2 5 58 T BRI rh s 2% B B (168 ~264 h) L IL B BE N
O ot 2 F R R S DR R R R A (S B B a5 5
=By B 1 OEFA B BE(264~360 h) L 1E B B, i
ARG BT 5%, S8 ol G R A S AR AR
R BTG KR T /0002 i R e, S 56 9 1Y 2
HEEA B ORI T — B RO 0 Y, 2
XN AR B A R . Q345 B A V-N-Cr T & 4
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Fig.4 Curve of corrosion mass loss rate with time of V-N-Cr

microalloyed Q690 weathering steel and Q345 steel

b Q690 i 5 94 7 J IR T PR B R S 1k 360 h 5 B9 F-
W ph e R 5] 1,83 g/(h » em®) Hl 0. 96 g/
(h* em®), 38R (DS ph 2 5 R,

110 [ 10 R
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10 mimm

1@ famn

10 am

W: GO_GI
tX[2X aXb+aXc+bXc)]

KW R R, g/ (h » em®) G, AR
TR, g3 Gy R R BRI ™ Wy Je R ) i bt . g5 M S
PRI s hsa by c 200 A, 98 . B s om.,
2.3 EHEEEMRMMAKESH

V-N-Cr & 41k Q690 Tiif 54K 1 Q345 - 4N 7F
AN TR b S R B 2 WIE S, an sl 5 s . V-N-Cr 3%
A4k Q690 Tt AN F Q345 A9 35 1 45 )2 5 Bl 8 (4
Wit T o ] 0T 0 K B 2 R . A R R Y, V-
N-Cr SZ8 8 0 1m0 A i T — 2w L 2 5 )2 . %55
JRSE R B 5 HER Sh A A — S A PR TR ok
WHEAFER , HAE 264 ~360 h JiF i & 399 X ) , 5 Fh
B 11 5 S22 1 IR DA B R O 7 R 5 L B LR Y A TR (5 BE
Y JE AR 5 4 XA A — 28 RV )2 X2 T8
JRTE TR A W B R Bg vh ™ 2B T R 1 4R, R
JZ R SR .

QD)

10

_ 10mm

5 SeBe 9 m 65 2 1 R T A
(2)Q345;(b) V-N-Cr
(124 h;(2)72 h;(3)168 h;(4)264 h;(5)360 h

Fig.5 Macroscopic morphology of surface rust layer of experimental steel
(a)Q345;(b) V-N-Cr
(1)24 h;(2)72 h;(3)168 h;(4)264 h;(5)360 h

Q345 M Al V-N-Cr 1 & 4 b Q690 Tif 1 ¥ 75 A~
(i) Ji ok J) B0 T A Rl O A AR BT 6 B s . AR T RS ok
£ R A G VR R B A W S T I S, — R R )R
HEKMESBRE, “REMTYNRERE. E
MY SRS G R B . B 6 AT
ZE3, Q345 WA ) 3, 8 ok W AR AN ¥ 5T, OF
P 2L, S ke R] L ) S B AL 2 ALY
AR A R AN — AR AR F . Q345 4K 7E Ji ik
S 91 T e g S AT AR OR R IR TR BB A LB FR 8K

TR0 2 Ty Tl SESRES oh A B R N SR A A T Ak 2R
LB HEAT S H] 55 55 2 0 F R f AR P RE . V-N-Cr i
fERAE 24 b8 U L 2 T E 458 4 9k A R 8 ik e
Yy o, W) Q345 NS L, A 2R bl = A LA AT A
W AR & . AEED 168 h 5,8 M= YiE
B TR B BT AR A B R ok D % K JE ke
AN WK R T AR B B M A BRI OB S R 9 5 2
A 1 B B RE 0. BE AT AL RE 5 B A B S .
H 6 Ca-1) , (b-5) AT LA 52 21| i 1l 45 2 s s 2 &
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B 6 Q345 #IM V-N-Cr 844k Q690 T i 59 75 A ) Ji5 ot J& 301 °F 4 3ot W8 IE 51
(a)Q345; (b) V-N-Cr; (1)24 h;(2)72 h;(3)168 h; (4)264 h;(5)360 h

Fig. 6 Microstructure of Q345 steel and V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel under different corrosion cycles
(a)Q345;(b) V-N-Cr; (1)24 h;(2)72 h;(3)168 h;(4)264 h;(5)360 h

X R TS o B B AN B 2 AR T e T 22
IR
2.4 [EHFEHYHESS T

& 7 J ) 72 h #1360 h J§ Q345 1 V-N-Cr
WA 41k Q690 Tl i 4 85 2 1y X S & Al 5 i, &
XRD 43 # ] A1, A AR 9 45 2 T 38 & o« FeOOH,, B-
FeOOH,y-FeOOH Fl Fe, O, P4 Fh 240 . (H B4 BF

AR FEBLAEL Tl KAFREE T 0 R 305 1 i ol 52 56
HLJE =Y BFeOOH, v-FeOOH 2 o Ak 27 3% ¥ 9
JiT A T ORFRE B TR 2 Bl 5 ol b ] 9 S, 3 A
S A & BUB MR € W o FeOOH #7245, di &l 7 7]
HLIE 72 h S, 52 EBE A E o« FeOOH, 8-
FeOOH,y-FeOOH Il Fe,O,, i #h 7= ¥t o FeOOH
Ml v-FeOOH W& BB £, 1 Fe, O, B &K, 4
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(a) e 0-FeOOH + ¢ y-FeOOH (b) e a-FeOOH V Fe,O,
v B-FeOOH ¢ y-FEOOH* & Fe,O,
» I 360 h - -,‘ P
360 h I |J % & o
v
72 h
V + 5 + .
vl v v’V
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
26/(%) 26/(%)
7 Q345 M V-N-Cr £ 41k Q690 Tt i 49 4 i ok 72 h A1 360 h J5 452 19 X I A7 4%
(a) V-N-Cr & 16 Q690 i 5 4 ; (b) Q345
Fig. 7 XRD of rust layer of Q345 and V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel after 72 h and 360 h

(a) V-N-Cr microalloyed Q690 weathering steel; (b) Q345

Kt 2 360 h J5 . 852 T « FeOOH L1331
LB PR o FeOOH Y77 16 fE 55 4 i 45 3 Sk {4
B 52 R BE T o 32K B L 48] 8 O LT ok vk BE B A fR
TR TR B o b 85 )2 45 5 32 B R, 5 3
AR EM B-FeOOH il v-FeOOH ME LA & % 4 1} i)
A8 o FeOOH, it AFE R 1 360 h Ji5 52 55 84 1Y 45 )=
PP SR BERG I 2] B-FeOOH Al v-FeOOH #H,

T/ BEENEMARE T, &8 (H M E5)F
TEIK S ] s Evans 5 2 4 B RS 45 U T Fe, O, Al
FIAAER Z M AL HLER, WL 5C(2), (3), V-N-Cr
Mt 9 Fh & A 0. 012 % i N, U7 JE ph 2R 85 R ] DL
WO s T I SR, R AR R RO () .
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3Fe; O, +4/30, +9/2H,0 = 9FeOOH (dry) (2)
3FeOOH + H™ + e = 9Fe; O, + 2H, 0O (wet) (3)
M+ N+ 3H,0+H" = M(OH); - NH| (4)
0 (2) ~ (O ATH, N AR A2 48 &5 8 1l i W i) pH
{E JE b0 T Y B TR AR L BRI T HT R BRI
TR T Fe, O, 1A B, B 58 T # 5E A bW f2E
P, 6 H & v-FeOOH., | It 6 B V-N-Cr i & 4 1k
Q690 Tt N ST 1 45 12 450 9 Fa e 1k .
2.5 BHEESH
Q345 Fl V-N-Cr il 41t Q690 Tk 46 3K 7F 42 AH b
T Y 5 2 0E T S an & 8 BTk . A Q345 ok
U T A 00 LA TSR L O 0 B 2 A A B T ke

(a)Q345; (b) V-N-Cr

(1)24 h;(2)72 h;(3)168 h;(4)264 h;(5)360 h

Fig. 8 Cross-sectional appearance of rust layer

(a)Q345; (b) V-N-Cr

(1)24 h;(2)72 h;(3)168 h;(4)264 h;(5)360 h
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(] 11 A0 A, 5 J22 JRE S8 45 22 8 W T AR S SUZ A
Q345 955 2 5 I He AR — ) 2 B b 22 LY 254, B0
FER 22 A G R 2 S AR Z M 25 6 ), 1 s )=
WL o AE Tl FS I AT R 8 5 ok ) DA I S, AN g
AR - b 3] BEL 4 8 ot A o i — 2P AR Pl AR BB )R S
VR Z A1 4% B R T 78 T 8 o 2 v ik 7 g B K e
. B9 SRR V-N-Cr & 4k
Q69T A W LE A [6] J okt B5f [] T Cr T 28 7E 5 1ok 45 )22 4
B A AR, B 9 ATALCr TR ESE A
EAEILGL, Cr 1 WS I B BELAS 65 ok A J53 25 7 1) AR L
R38R 1 5 ik = ) )25 L S B0 ok Ok R
fik. Cr B BRI PRI = 0% 5 Ak, B2 v i A B 0 A
P S DR A4 5 A G 18 TR 2 8 b, B 58 V-N-Cr & 41k
Q690 Mt A P s Pl IE A B . 2 Tk 2 R B I
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